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It’s been another busy year for the  
West Midlands Police Benevolent Fund 
and I’m delighted to announce we have 
reached a few more milestones over the 
course of this year. 

The number of people choosing to regularly support our 
police charity, by joining the Benevolent Fund, has grown 
significantly during 2025. We have welcomed 1,000 serving 
officers and staff to the fund, pushing our membership total 
over the 10,000 milestone. That is an incredible achievement 
and largely down to the hard work of our small team and the 
increasing support from West  Midlands Police colleagues. 

This year we have given out over 
£100,000 in the form of membership 
benefits and grants to support 
serving officers, police staff and 
retired members. £35,000 was spent 
on helping members back to health 
by sending them for residential 
physiotherapy or wellbeing breaks at 
the treatment centre St Michael’s Lodge.

Just under £10,000 was spent on 
mental health support and the provision 
of online counselling. Our sickness 
voucher scheme is another important 
membership benefit – supporting those 
off work through injury or illness. 

I would like to say a personal thank you to colleagues and retired 
officers for your continued support and monthly contributions. 

Notice of 
our AGM
Members of the 
Benevolent Fund are 
invited to attend our AGM 
on Friday 15th May 2026 
at 11.00am. It will be  
held at Guardians House,  
2111 Coventry Road, 
Sheldon, B26 3EA. 

Last year’s accounts will 
be available to view online 
via: www.wmpben.co.uk 
from early March. You can 
access them by using this 
password WMPBEN2025. 
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With the support of the 
Chief Constable and 
various department heads 
we rolled out over 4,000 
‘Before you go home – 
Are you OK?’ postcards 
delivered through the 
lockers of officers and staff 
around the force.

The postcards feature a welfare checklist 
created by the National Police Wellbeing 
Service as well as details about our 
charity. We hope the cards provide a 
reminder to police colleagues that we are  
here to help members with their physical and 
emotional wellbeing.

In addition, this year; 152 officers and staff 
have been referred to Thomson Financial 
Solutions for our FREE Will Writing Service 
and a further 80 people have enjoyed our 
annual family adventure day at Blackwell  
Court back in May.

It was great to see everyone having so much fun 
and the new addition of Laser Tag brought out 
the competitiveness in families. 

We look forward to welcoming more families to 
next year’s event scheduled for Friday 29 May. 

In the summer we were given the honour of 
naming a litter of West Midlands Police spaniel 
pups in recognition to our charity’s work. Springer 
spaniel, PD Hawkins gave birth to seven healthy 
puppies, three boys and four girls and it didn’t 
take us long to come up with the perfect names.



Meet the girls
PD Meredith
Named after retired sergeant, Gordon Meredith 
who was instrumental in establishing the fund in 
its early days. He was also awarded the George 
Medal for his bravery whilst investigating a break 
in at a gun shop in Coventry over 50 years ago.

PD Charity
An obvious choice for a long-serving  
police charity.

PD Hope 
Acknowledging the hope that our charity brings 
to members receiving support.

PD Violet
Named after a serving officer’s daughter, Violet 
in recognition of her courage going through 
aggressive cancer treatment. Violet’s name 
is symbolic of many police families who face 
personal distress and adversity.

Her recent diagnosis and treatment have greatly 
impacted on their entire family so naming a 
police puppy in Violet’s honour has brought a lot 
of happiness during a very difficult time.

Meet the boys
PD Torch 
In remembrance of the late PC Alex McLachlan 
(who spent most of his police service as a dog 
handler) PD Torch was just one of a total of four 
police dogs Alex worked with during his policing 
career. Ian and his family donated his late father’s 
funeral collection to the Benevolent Fund. 

PD Knight 
Named after member, Steve Knight. Steve was 
diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease shortly 
after his retirement and we have supported 
the family recently with a grant to help with 
modifications to the home.  

PD Ben 
An obvious name choice that references the 
Benevolent Fund charity.

Office open Monday and Wednesday 8.30am to 4.00pm and Friday 8.30am to 3.00pm

We look forward to hearing 
about the puppies’ progress 
and sharing their development 
with the families in the coming 
months. I am sure they will be  
a credit to West Midlands  
Police and will live up to the 
very special names they have 
been given.
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Address: Guardians House, 2111 Coventry Road, 
Sheldon, Birmingham B26 3EA

Telephone number: 0121 752 4919

E-mail: info@wmpben.co.uk 

Holiday home  
ballot opens
Our holiday ballot opens again on Monday 5 January 2026 for 
members to express an interest in staying in one of our two 
holiday homes for the 2026/27 season.

To enter the ballot, simply click on the online calendar featured  
on our holiday home webpages for Peels Retreat (Weymouth)  
and Court Cottage (Dartmouth) and select your chosen week.

On 9 February registration will close and then the ballot will  
take place to decide which members have been successful with 
their bid.

If you are successful, you will be contacted  
by a member of our team. Good Luck!

Can you 
view our 
newsletter 
online?
The cost to print and mail 
our newsletter has increased 
substantially. It’s important 
we remain in contact with  
all our members, however  
if you no longer require 
a hard copy mailing out 
it could help us to make 
substantial savings and 
channel the money into 
helping members. 

If you can now receive it 
via email or view it on our 
website www.wmpben.co.uk 
then please get in touch.  
We will remove you from  
our mailing list and you  
will receive future updates  
via email. 

If you would prefer to 
receive a postal version you 
don’t need to do anything 
and we will continue to post 
future copies out to you. 


